2013 Kentucky High School Wrestling State Tournament Report
Okay, since I am sitting here, literally just hours away from weigh-ins, I will have to keep the insights to a minimum.  Following is the same commentary to introduce the report as always…

Similar to first edition I have patterned the design and much of the content of this report based on the work of Brian Brakeman who annually creates the Brakeman Report prior to the Ohio high school wrestling post season.  His work is admired by many throughout the state of Ohio (and us KY folks who compete across the river quite a bit) so I decided why re-create the wheel.  I also want to acknowledge the valuable input from many parents, coaches, wrestlers, and fans across the state throughout the course of the season.  A few do a particularly great job of keeping me up to date on not only their team, but also opposing competitors that deserve to be recognized.  
I have not gone to the effort of explaining the process of ranking individual wrestlers and the issues that arise when attempting to do so, from receiving little to no information on some individuals and teams to receiving limited or incorrect information.  Instead I will direct anyone interested to at least read the introduction published by Brakeman at: http://www.baumspage.com/brakeman/2010%20Brakeman%20Report.pdf
For those of you who have followed me over these last 5 or so years, you know I willingly admit I am far from perfect.   Add to that the fact that I have far from perfect data from which to base this report, so I am bound to make some mistakes.  But hey, this is high school wrestling, it ain’t the end of the world.  Hopefully we can have a good chuckle, learn from those mistakes, and get even better at this in the future.  Besides, in the end, the winners are decided on the mats around the state and eventually in Lexington; not from these pages.  So take this for what it is, one man’s humble opinion (although influenced by the input of many others), a decent reference guide for understanding the level of competition, and a decent tool to spark some conversation.
So without further adieu, LET’S GET IT ON!
Also, because this is a last minute report, I am forgoing the historical data review.  I may come back in a month or so and revisit it (I am a numbers fanatic and I like to see how accurate I am).
106 lbs.

Favorite:  Cody Stephens (11, McCreary Central)

2. Travon Thacker (12, Hopkinsville)
3. Trevor Lawson (7, Woodford County)
4. Jake Burroughs (10, North Hardin)
 5. Jorge Vega (10, Fern Creek)

6. AJ Bindner (9, St Xavier)


7. Joey Skaggs (10, Dixie Heights)


8. David Hernandez (11, Henry Clay)




9. Colin Roth (11, Walton Verona)


10. Brad Krebs (9, Campbell County)

11. Tyler Ward (10, Apollo)


12. TJ Bowen (12, Johnson Central)
13. Bryce Sheffer (8, Union County)

14. Toby Siddens (9, Moore)
15. Ansar Kubanov (9, Iroquois)

16. Corey Jacobs (9, Franklin County)

As is often the case, 106 appears to be a wide open weight class.  One interesting note is that there are more upper classmen than usual and only a couple of contenders from the middle school ranks, although we do see the introduction of 4-time middle school state champion Sheffer to the high school state event.  While most of the kids in the top 5 or 6 have great records, they have little history at HS state, so throw all the records out the window and prepare for some chaos.
Potential dark horse – I will pick 2.  Vega (Fern Creek) and Burroughs (North Hardin), while a little under the radar could easily win this thing if they bring their A game.

113 lbs.

Favorite:  Nathan Boston (11, Woodford County)

2. Jason Hall (11, Moore)


3. Brady Emerson (9, Oldham County)




4. Robert Dezember (11, Union County)



5. Luke Rearic (12, Lafayette)


6. Chris Beeler (10, Meade County)

7. Jeremiah Kline (9, Trigg County)


8. Lucas McCain (10, Boyle County)


 
9. John Hernandez (11, Henry Clay)


10. Stephen Maggard (11, Campbell County)

11. Cameron Nevels (9, Wayne County)


12. Jordan Lydick (11, Pleasure Ridge Park)


13. Derek Wiley (9, Conner)



14. Steven Matheny (10, Trinity)
15. Zach Phillips (10, Danville)

16. Thomas Kloentrup (10, Simon Kenton)

With Boston moving into the state (IN state champ and runner up), this appears to be a battle for 2 through 8.  But it looks like that battle will be very exciting with young guys like Emerson and Beeler and Kline and McCain duking it out with veterans Rearic and Hall.  
Early match to watch – Emerson (Oldham County) and Boston (Woodford County) in the quarters.  Emerson may not pull off the upset, but he has the skill to make it interesting.
120 lbs.

Favorite:  Trae Blackwell (11, Union County)

2. JT Siler (12, Whitley County)


3. Mike Whalen (11, Henry Clay)


4. Caleb Austin (10, Christian County)



5. Gus Adams (12, Ryle)


6. Bryan Spahr (9, Campbell County)



7. Keegan Duncan (9, Trinity)





8. Max Korfhage (11, St Xavier)



9. Elijah Owens (10, Simon Kenton)



10. Bobby Poynter (10, Moore)

11. Kyle Edlin (11, Larue County)




12. Bradley Pokuta (12, North Hardin)



13. Kyle Steiner (10, Cooper)



14. Quentin Newkirk (12, Fairdale)
15. Coty Hunt (12, Franklin County)

16. Wyatt Kirk (9, Ashland Paul Blazer)

I was really looking forward to a Boston-Blackwell battle here, but it won’t happen this year.  So Blackwell is the heavy favorite to repeat.   Sparks could fly in the semis when 2 returning state champs meet in Blackwell and Whalen.
Wrestler to watch:  Gus Adams (Ryle).  He took a big upset last weekend at region and dug himself a hole to wrestle out of; it could be interesting to see how he battles back in the consolations.
126 lbs.

Favorite:  Brock Ervin (11, Union County)

2. Joey Parrot (12, Simon Kenton)


3. John Shirkey (10, Oldham County)



4. Hudson Heidorf (9, Trinity)



5. Brian Crawley (12, Southern)




6. Jake Erdman (10, Ryle)




7. Angel Vasquez (9, Lafayette)


8. Daniel Lannum (11, Danville)



9. Trae Wills (12, North Hardin)



10. Nathan Thompson (10, Desales)


11. Nathan Haddad (10, St Xavier)


12. Geordan Blanton (8, Johnson Central)




13. BJ Miller (10, Ohio County)




14. Jeremy Henehan (9, Fern Creek)
15. Isiah Copley (12, Ashland Paul Blazer)

16. Tristin Badida (9, Conner)

Same old story, different year.  Ervin continues his “Drive for Five”.  I don’t see anything here that will be as exciting as he had last season with Fausz and Ruschell.  But the team will need him to rack up lots of bonus points to keep them in the team race.
Wrestler to watch:  Angel Vasquez (Lafayette) – I will play favorites here as Angel was a blast to coach with the MS Team KY last year.  I’m excited to see him continue his success at the high school level.
132 lbs.
Favorite:  Sean Fausz (11, Campbell County)

2. Kyle Lawson (8, Woodford County)

3. Keegan North (12, Ryle)



4. Connor Wilkerson (11, Oldham County)



5. Jesus Rosado (12, Moore)




6. Roderick Agyeman (12, Franklin County)



7. Chris Gilkey (11, Caldwell County)
8. Wyatt Overman (12, Central Hardin)



9. Clyde Newcomer (12, Montgomery County)



10. Gabe Ervin (12, Union County)




11. Ben Barton (9, Trinity)



12. Cecil Nevels (10, Wayne County)




13. Dylan West (9, Larue County)



14. Chance Lutes (11, Simon Kenton)
15. Corey Sanderfer (12, Pleasure Ridge Park)
16. Jonathon Little (9, North Hardin)

After years of battling multiple time state champs and just coming up short, Fausz is finally the favorite to bring home gold.  
Early match to watch – A matchup to watch is the quarterfinal battle between Lawson and North, which I think will determine who makes the finals with Fausz.  Will he battle for the crown with the Ryle opponent whom he has beaten a number of times this year or will it be the young transfer from St Paris, OH?
138 lbs.
Favorite:  Jayce Carr (12, Union County)

2. Paul Hamilton (12, Campbell County)

3. Kevi Matlock (11, Christian County)


4. Ian Kahl (11, Trinity)



5. Raymundo Perez (11, Larue County)




6. Chad Edwards (12, Pleasure Ridge Park)



7. Clay Brown (11, Walton Verona)




8. Jake Sander (12, Ryle)



9. Pedro Ruiz (12, Wayne County)


10. David Sahms (12, Simon Kenton)



11. Drew Harris (12, Simon Kenton)



12. Clint Singleton (12, Eastern)



13. Marquis Fleet (12, John Hardin)




14. Andrew Ackley (9, Nelson County)
15. Nathaniel Long (12, South Oldham)

16. Trevor Smith (12, Southern)

Hamilton is back at 138 to try it again after losing to one of Kentucky’s all time greats (John Fahy) last year.  It appears as though these two are a step ahead of the competition and could be an interesting matchup Saturday night if the team race is close.
145 lbs.
Favorite:  Kory Polley (12, Christian County)

2. Justin Lampe (11, St Xavier)



3. Tevon Clay (12, Franklin County)



4. Corbin Woods (12, Campbell County)



5. Jeffrey Wurth (12, Union County)




6. Andrew Lee (12, Central Hardin)



7. Jordan Young (11, Johnson Central)



8. Austin Jackson (11, Dixie Heights)



9. Alvaro Aguilar (12, Pleasure Ridge Park)



10. Jon Belk (10, Ryle)



11. Jacob Bennett (12, Ohio County)



12. Kevin Roberts (12, Simon Kenton)



13. Caleb Barrett (10, Southern)



14. Ryan Gallogly (11, Trigg County)
15. Joe Rupp (12, Eastern)

16. Shawn Stacey (10, Sheldon Clark)

145 is an interesting weight this year.  While there are a number of juniors and seniors here, there isn’t much proven talent beyond Polley, Lampe, and Clay.
Wrestler to watch:  Johnny Meiman, Ryle – you don’t see too many middle schoolers battle for a medal at this high of a weight, but the two-time middle school champ has the opportunity to make the podium this year.
Early match to watch – Polley and Clay meet up in the quarters.  Two great athletes; should be fun to watch.

152 lbs.
Favorite:  Kevin Cooper (12, Simon Kenton)

2. Dominic Lampe (10, St Xavier)



3. Nick McIntosh (12, Oldham County)




4. Kegan Agnew (11, Caldwell County)



5. Logan Jones (11, Walton Verona)



6. Chad Gahafer (11, Union County)





7. Jordan Doyle (12, Woodford County)




8. Kyle Bunch (12, Ohio County)



9. Clayton Smith (12, Trinity)





10. Haziel Lopez (12, Jeffersontown)


11. Kent Bachman (12, Campbell County)



12. Josh Powell (12, Doss)



13. Dakota Sloas (12, Ashland Paul Blazer)


14. Frederick Agyeman (11, Franklin County)
15. Cole Overman (10, Central Hardin)

16. GeoVannie Bacon (Fern Creek)

Just a month ago 152 was looking to be the highlight weight of the tournament.  Many of us had the pleasure of watching Cooper and Stephen Myers battle it out a couple times in the last month.  Epic battles that many fans around Northern Kentucky will be talking about for years to come.  But Myers moved back up to 160 and Cooper becomes the solid favorite to bring home another title.
Wrestlers to watch:  Dominic Lampe (St Xavier) – okay, he is the #2 guy, but he has been working his tail off and could make this finals match much more interesting than people think.
160 lbs.
Favorite:  Stephen Myers (12, Campbell County)

2. Gabriel French (12, St Xavier)



3. Wyatt Courtney (11, Woodford County)




4. Gabe McIlrath (12, Montgomery County)



5. Cameron Montgomery (12, University Heights)




6. Jimmy Preston (12, Johnson Central)




7. Mikey Smith (10, Moore)


8. Jared Whitlock (12, Larue County)



9. Mitch Rusch (11, North Oldham)




10. Jonah Shacklet (11, Meade County)



11. Marshall Aiken (12, Tates Creek)



12. Jacob Warwick (10, Conner)




13. Collin Taylor (12, Doss)



14. Max Emerson (9, Oldham County)
15. Alex Swartz (12, Anderson County)

16. Brian French (12, Union County)

160 is another weight class with little proven talent.  After Myers (a 2-time state champ, 1 in OH and 1 in KY), there are a ton of guys who will fight it out to make the podium.
170 lbs.
Favorite:  Caleb Canter (12, Larue County)
2. Noah Bauer (12, St Xavier)




3. Lane Jones (12, Walton Verona)




4. Johnny Meiman (9, Ryle)




5. Sam Willbanks (12, Moore)



6. Sean Barrett (12, Southern)





7. Trevor Fultz (12, Trinity)



8. DJ Parriman (12, McCreary Central)



9. Alex McIntosh (9, Oldham County)


10. Ki Ryder (11, Ft Campbell)




11. Erik Pina (12, Franklin County)


12. Collin Portman (9, North Oldham)



13. Casey Mink (11, Wayne County)



14. Dustin Turner (11, Campbell County)
15. Jordan McIntosh (12, Pleasure Ridge Park)

16. Dakota Stepp (12, Sheldon Clark)

Dark horse – Johnny Meiman (Ryle).  He pulled off the big win last week over Jones.  Can he duplicate that effort over the 2 days at the Horse Park?  If so, he could challenge for the title, as he has already wrestled Canter to a close finish.  We will see.
182 lbs.
Favorite:  BJ Carmen (12, Larue County)

2. Hiero Chamblee (12, Simon Kenton)



3. Brandon Pledger (12, St Xavier)


4. Eli Matthews (10, Campbell County)



5. Devin Morrow (11, Wayne County)


6. Evan Kenealy (12, Meade County)


7. Jake Fooks (11, Bourbon County)



8. Sam Steele (12, Boone County)


9. Devin Smith (11, Union County)



10. Kohl Dodd (10, Fern Creek)


11. Kenneth Clark (12, Eastern)



12. Dalton Geohegan (10, North Oldham)



13. Addison Deckard (12, Oldham County)


14. Curtaz Mashack (12, Central)
15. Andre Farris (11, John Hardin)

16. Aaron King (9, Johnson Central)

182 could be the wild, wild west.  Anything can and probably will happen with this bunch.  The young pup Matthews pulled off the upset of Chamblee last weekend, but has a tough path this week.  Any of the top half dozen guys could win this weight.  Let the fireworks begin.
Interesting note – Carman drops down a weight class again.  Anyone else amazed when they think back a couple years to when he was battling heavyweights out there?
195 lbs.
Favorite:  Sam Preston (12, Johnson Central)

2. Trevor Thompson (11, Conner)


3. Justin McDaniel (12, Moore)


4. Thomas Noe (12, Southern)



5. Jordan Willenborg (12, Holy Cross)


6. Elijah Miller (10, Scott)



7. Wade Holtsclaw (12, John Hardin)


8. Dave Bergman (12, Simon Kenton)



9. Will Conrad (12, North Oldham)



10. Alex Hogan (12, Meade County)


11. Aaron Stevens (11, Trigg County)



12. Konner Thompson (12, St Xavier)


13. Jose Rebolledo (12, Franklin County)


14. Bryan Carter (11, Union County)
15. Josh Staten (12, McCreary Central)
16. Wolf Davis (12, Walton Verona)
Another tough weight to pick.  There will be some surprises here.  This one could make all of us gurus look stupid.
220 lbs.
Favorite:  Austin Myers (10, Campbell County)

2. Tucker Mueller (9, Simon Kenton)



3. Tucker Fair (12, Madison Central)


4. Tanner Adams (12, Ashland Paul Blazer)


5. Chris Neice (11, Johnson Central)


6. Anthony Jennings (12, Fairdale)



7. Cameron Mattingly (11, John Hardin)



8. Zach Farris (10, Ohio County)


9. Jason Maine (12, Ryle)


10. Garrett Chandler (9, Male)


11. Anthony Hamblin (11, Central)


12. John Crawford (12, St Xavier)



13. Cody Reeser (12, Central Hardin)


14. Zach Cooper (12, Henry Clay)
15. Nick Skaggs (10, Fern Creek)
16. Ryan Duvall (11, Apollo)

Myers pulled off the big win against the state champ last year.  He has been extremely dominant both in and out of the state.  The only question in my mind is will he get the pin award?
Wrestler to watch – Tucker Mueller (Simon Kenton).  I’m predicting this young guy to surprise a few of us and make the finals.  Very tough kid who gets better and better every time he steps on the mat.

285 lbs.
Favorite:  Bobby Bryant (12, Trinity)
2. Chase Blevins (12, Johnson Central)



3. Zach Troxell (12, Wayne County)




4. Zack Lawson (11, Nelson County)


5. Mike Caudill (12, Oldham County)


6. Cody Miskell (12, Grant County)


7. Landon Young (9, Lafayette)


8. Paul Couch (12, Madison Central)


9. Gabe Lord (12, Fern Creek)



10. Matt Daughery (11, Central Hardin)

11. Alec Mielke (12, Meade County)


12. Nick Sinclair (11, Campbell County)


13. Raynel Brown (10, Union County)


14. Brandon Johnson (10, Dixie Heights)
15. Crockett Crosby (11, Anderson County)
16. Brad Weber (12, Ryle)
Bryant returns as a state champ but bumps up from 195 all the way to heavy.  He has rolled through the season and should continue this weekend.  Will and of the big boys give him a scare or pull the upset?
Team Champions
Favorite:  Campbell County
2. Union County




14. Southern
3. St Xavier





15. Franklin County
4. Simon Kenton




16. Walton Verona
5. Johnson Central




17. Meade County
6. Oldham County




18. Henry Clay
7. Trinity





19. Fern Creek
8. Woodford County




20. Conner
9. Moore





21. McCreary Central
10. Larue County




22. Central Hardin
11. Ryle






23. Lafayette
12. Christian County




24. Pleasure Ridge Park
13. Wayne County




25. North Hardin
I see this as a 2 horse race this year.  Campbell County and Union County have too many big guns as I expect both to have 3 champs and multiple other placers.  As we hear so often, this title will be won in the consolations.  So that long morning and afternoon on Saturday will have a lot of people counting team points.  Could St Xavier or Simon Kenton get into the hunt?  Possibly.  But they will need to pull off some upsets and get a surprise kid or two into the finals or high medal rounds to make up some points.  Watch the big guns for Campbell and Union in the early rounds and see if they can rack up bonus to help the team out early.  If one team gets momentum watch out.  Another potentially interesting twist is the 138 pound final.  Should the team race be tight, this could be a huge matchup between Carr and Hamilton.  How will they deal with the pressure if the team hopes are riding on their shoulders?
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